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COLUMBUSOhio

Safety, permanency and well-being are 
the core elements of Franklin County Chil-
dren Services’ mission to protect children 
and strengthen families. In 2015, the agency 
plans to expand upon the work being done 
in these areas to benefit children throughout 
their journey in the child welfare system and 
when they leave. This will involve partner-
ing with the community to develop innova-
tive ways to serve the agency’s growing pop-
ulation of adolescent youth and children and 
families impacted by violence and trauma.

“With a major focus on wellness or 
well-being, we hope to improve outcomes 
for our adolescent youth by linking them to 
appropriate services to meet their needs and 
connect them to bridges of support to help 
them successfully return to the community,” 
said Franklin County Children Services Ex-
ecutive Director Chip Spinning. “This may 
require looking at our youth through a differ-
ent lens, helping them realize their purpose 
and value, listening to them, or developing 
coaches to provide needed guidance. I be-
lieve there are many opportunities and part-
nerships we can explore.”

Spinning said another area of focus 
this year will be strengthening the agency’s 
Kinship Program which is valuable to the 
well-being of children and families. Results 
show that it’s better for children and lessens 

their trauma when they are placed with 
someone they know rather than with strang-
ers. It is significant that in cases with kinship 
care, children are more likely to be reunited 
with their families compared to those in oth-
er types of care. Kinship is another way to 
build and maintain permanent connections 
for children.

The agency will also continue its cut-
ting edge examination of how trauma or 
adversity impacts the well-being of children. 
Through the Gateway CALL federal grant, 
FCCS is working with partners to improve 
screening procedures at Intake and provide 
for comprehensive trauma assessment ser-
vices for children. These assessments will 
help improve access to services for behavior-
al and mental health conditions.

To successfully move forward with 
efforts to ensure safety, permanency and 
well-being of Franklin County’s children, 
the agency relies upon community partners, 
caring individuals and its professional staff. 
“The work of child protection is very chal-
lenging, especially for our staff on the front 
line,” said Spinning. “Therefore staff reten-
tion will remain one of our continuing areas 
of focus for 2015 and beyond.”

Visit our website to learn more about 
FCCS. http://www.franklincountyohio.
gov/children_services/

Supporting Children 
and Families in 2015

Mansion Day School is a coeducational preschool through 5th grade 
preparatory day school that embraces diversity and instills confi-
dence. The school’s challenging curriculum, affirming environment 
and high expectations produce a foundation for global leadership 
development. The entire Mansion Day School community enjoys 
a strong sense of family. It is here, where students know they are 
valued and celebrated daily in an atmosphere designed to maximize 
their individual potential.

EDUCATE, 
EMPOWER, EXCEL
The core curriculum is expand-
ed and enhanced with integrat-
ed technology, public speaking, 
performing arts, economics, 
and foreign language.

SUPPORT/DONATE
Your donation will transform 
the life of a child by providing 
an education that will prepare 
them for life, leadership, and 
excellence. Please support our 
mission and become a Friend 
to a child at Mansion Day 
School.

72 Woodland Avenue • Columbus, OH 43203
Phone: 614-258-4449 • Fax: 614-258-7001

admissions@mansiondayschool.org


