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Holiday Wishes Exceed Expectation

In previous years, Franklin County Children Services has asked the Central Ohio community to
help fill the holiday wishes of 4,200 children under agency care. However, during this past holiday
season the agency had a surprising 14% increase in the children needing support through the
agency'’s Holiday Wish program.

With Children Services case loads decreasing over the past several years, the number of children
served by Holiday Wish has also been decreasing. But as families have faced recent economic
challenges, the number of families and children in need has increased, resulting in Holiday Wish
serving nearly 4,900 children this past holiday season.

Serving an additional 700 youth is not an easy task, and cannot be accomplished without the
strong support of groups and individuals within our community. This year, Children Services was
fortunate to have 630 groups and organizations, and 1,058 individuals sponsor children’s wish
lists, donate new toys of any kind, or make a monetary donation.

Children and youth also benefitted from groups and local businesses who have demonstrated
their commitment to supporting the community’s children through their donations. Some of these
businesses include the Wal-Mart Distribution Center, Abercrombie & Fitch, and AEP. Others
include media sponsors such as Radio One stations (Power 107.5, Magic 98.9, and Joy 106.3) who
held toy drives and live radio remotes from Holiday Wish, and local churches, such as Cypress
Wesleyan Church.

The giving spirit also spread to local youth. Sam Kastan, a Bexley High School junior, was one such
youth. He coordinated a toy drive with fellow students and neighbors, and collected 300 toys and

$1,000 dollars for children in need.
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Holiday Wish created a new partnership with the Harmony Project this year. All proceeds and
toys collected from their three-days of holiday concerts benefitted Holiday Wish. The Harmony
Project also donated 100 tickets to families and youth served by Children Services, so that they
could enjoy a festive and musical night out.

And for the third year in a row, the Bike Lady, Inc. made children’s holiday wishes come true by
securing the donation of more than 500 bicycles, helmets, and locks for children.

Children Services is grateful for the continual and substantial support received from our
community for Holiday Wish to ensure children in need received a special gift for their holiday.

Franklin County Children Services is the agency mandated by Ohio law to provide protection and
care to children in need. These children may be abused, neglected or dependent and may be
living in their homes, with relatives, in foster care, or in residential care. Services are provided to
strengthen family life to enable children to remain safe. Nearly 24,500 children in Franklin
County each year receive services through Franklin County Children Services.
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