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Honoring Those Who Help Prevent Child Abuse 

Agency Recognizes the Successes of Youth, Families, Social Workers,  

and Community Advocates 

Child abuse prevention efforts have made dramatic improvements in the lives of children and 

youth. More and more children and families in crisis are being linked with resources, information, support 

and opportunities to help them on their road to success.   

Franklin County Children Services and the Citizens Advisory Committee recently hosted the 

annual Child Abuse Prevention Breakfast to recognize the accomplishments of youth, families, social 

workers and community advocates. Because April is Child Abuse Prevention Month, it is a time for 

Children Services to focus on educating the community about the effects of child abuse and its 

prevention. At the breakfast, the agency honored those who have promoted child abuse prevention and 

those who have overcome its effects.  

Franklin County Children Services provides help for more than 24,500 children each year and 

believes that the key to preventing child abuse and neglect is the education and involvement of individuals 

and community organizations.  

 
Jack Donahue College Scholarship Recipients 

Veronica Nott has overcome tremendous hurdles to become a self-confident young woman and 

an excellent student. Recently, at the age of 17, her foster parents adopted her and made her a 

permanent part of their family. She plans to attend college and become a registered nurse. 

Anthony Bocook’s life was filled with ups and downs until his wonderful foster parents gave 

him some stability. He is now a student athlete who is fully engaged in his school work. He will be 

attending college and plans to get a degree in automotive and high performance technology. 
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Alvin Hadley United Negro College Fund Scholarship Recipient  

Mary-Ellen Griffith is an inspirational young lady. As a child she dealt with abuse, neglect and 

other overwhelming circumstances. But school was always a bright spot … a place where she was 

focused and motivated. Mary-Ellen plans to attend Wilmington College, where she will study business. 

 
Rising Up and Moving On Award Honorees 

Alex Tolber had to take care of his younger siblings from an early age. However, despite these 

and other challenges, he has persevered to become a happy and remarkable young man, a dedicated 

student and a gifted athlete. He is also looking forward to college.  

Keisha Reddy has spent much of her life in and out of foster care, and has faced many 

difficulties. However, she has a positive spirit and desire to create a better life for herself and her 

daughter. As a volunteer at the Ronald McDonald House, she exhibits her dedicated and kind-

heartedness. She plans to someday become a pediatric nurse. 

 

Nancy Fitzgivens Child Protection Award Honoree  

FCCS West Region caseworker Dona Arnold was honored for her ability to build strong 

relationships with the families and children. She has a knack for encouraging trust and hope when 

children and families are struggling. She helps troubled parents work hard to regain custody of the 

children and always finds time to acknowledge the little things, like the birthday of a teen just brought 

into agency care. 
 

Family Achievement Award Honoree  

Megan Pepper believes is took adversity to change her into the person she always wanted to be. 

After she was caught drinking and driving with her baby in the car, FCCS got involved. She admitted 

her addiction and after a very successful rehabilitation at Maryhaven, she regained custody of her 

daughter. She now goes to Maryhaven frequently, but this time as a motivational speaker. 

 

Kinship Appreciation Award Honoree 

Rhonda Terry is a single grandmother who took on the care of her seven grandchildren. Under 

her care they have all excelled socially and academically and their futures are very bright. She is 

dedicated to providing a safe, nurturing and loving home for all of her grandchildren. 
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Citizens Advisory Committee Recognition Award 

Gwen Abbott is an adoptive parent and a 25-year member of the FCCS Citizens Advisory 

Committee. She frequently served as the committee chair and as the CAC representative on the FCCS 

Board. As she prepares to retire, she was honored as a dedicated proponent for the rights of all children. 

 

Community Advocate Award Honorees  

The Community Advocate Awards recognize people and organizations who commit to helping the 

children of Franklin County Children Services. This year’s Community Advocate Award honorees: 

 Montei Foundation – Generously donated $15,000 to Holiday Wish, which allowed 300 

teens to receive holiday gift cards. 

 Ravindranath Kotti – Was once a mentor to a child under FCCS care. Now this busy and 

successful businessman (owner of two movie theaters), has generously donated movie 

passes to agency mentors and matched youth for the past three years. 

Preventing and reporting child abuse is one of the most important things a community can do for 

the future of its children. To report child abuse or neglect, anyone can call the Franklin County Children 

Services 24-hour child abuse hotline at (614) 229-7000. Visit 

www.franklincountyohio.gov/children_services for more information. 
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